Retention of antimony in skin biopsies of leishmaniasis patients after treatment with N-methylglucamine antimoniate.
Leishmaniasis patients were treated with N-methylglucamine antimoniate by intravenous injections of 10 or 20 mg of Sb per kilogram of body weight per day for 10 or 20 days. Digests of skin biopsies taken from the site of lesion before and after treatment were analyzed for antimony by instrumental neutron activation (INAA). The detection limit of the assay was 20 ng, and no Sb could be measured in digests of samples (less than 2.45 mg) taken before treatment. Biopsies taken after injections of Sb showed concentrations in the range of 8.32 to 70.68 ng/g skin. We discuss the usefulness of INAA in the study of Sb in small samples of tissues.